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WEAV ERV IL LE,  NC  –  A  c lo s e  k n i t  fa mi l y  i n  wes t e r n  NC r eme mb e r e d  t he i r  son ,  h usb a nd  
a nd  fa t her  t oday a f te r  l e a rn in g  he  wa s  k i l l ed  by  an  I mp r o v i sed  Exp los i v e  D e v i c e  whi l e  on  
pa t ro l  wi th  h i s  mi l i t a r y  p o l i c e  c o mp a n y .   
 
T he  d e c e a s e d ,  N or th  Ca r o l ina  Na t iona l  G uardsman a nd  Nav y  Vete r an ,  Sg t .  T ho mas  C .  Ra y 
4 0  l i ved  i n  W e a verv i l l e  wi t h  h i s  wi fe  a nd  d a ug hte r .    
 
B o r n  in  Ashe v i l l e ,  NC,  T ho mas  ca l l ed  E l  Paso  T exas  ho me fo r  mo s t  o f  h i s  g ro wi n g  yea r s  
g radua t ing  f ro m Hi g h  S c ho o l  t he r e  i n  1 9 8 7 .   T ho ma s  was  a s s igned  to  t he  105 t h  Mi l i t a r y  
P o l i ce  Ba t t a l ion  in  Ashev i l l e ,  N C and  vo l un t e e r e d  t o  j o in  the  1132 n d  on  the i r  dep lo ymen t  
t o  I r a q .   H e  i s  s u rv i ved  by h i s  mo t her ,  Oze l l e  M.  Ra y,  and  h i s  wi fe  L inda  Ka y,  and  
daugh te r  Syd ne y Pa ige .     
 
H i s  mo m reme mb e r e d  h o w wh e n  T ho ma s  wan te d  t o  j o in  the  Navy ,  “He  begged  me  to  s ign  
the  ea r ly  e n l i s t me nt  wa ive r . ”  She  r e l a t ed  ho w he  a l wa ys  wa nted  t o  b e  a  med ic .  T ho mas  
wa s  Medica l /De nta l  Sp ec i a l i s t  du r ing  h i s  f i r s t  t o ur  s e rv i ng  t he  Nat io n .  “ I ’m inc red ib i l i t y  
p r o ud  o f  my  so n .”  she  s a id ,  “He ga ve  h i s  l i fe  do ing  wh a t  he  wan ted  to  do ,  and  I  c an  l i ve  
wi t h  t ha t . ”  
 
Af te r  l e av ing  t he  Nav y ,  T ho mas  wo r ked  a  va r i e ty  o f  po s i t i ons  and  i n  r e cen t  yea r s  began  
to  wo rk  i n  the  Sec ur i t y  f i e ld  a nd  fo und  a  p l a c e  he  fe l t  a t  ho me .  I t  wa s  wo r k in g  i n  th i s  
p r o fess io n  wh e n  he  l ea r ned  a b o ut  the  o p p o r t un i t i e s  in  t he  NC Na t iona l  Guard  Mi l i t a r y  
P o l i ce  communi t y .  His  wi fe  r e mar ked  ho w “He  loved  be ing  i n  t he  mi l i t a r y .”  T ho ma s  
exper ie nce  rang  t rue ,  i n  h i s  Mi l i t a r y  P o l i ce  t r a in i ng  co ur se  he  wa s  recogn ized  as  
“E xceed i n g  Co ur se  S ta nd a r d s ”  a nd  “d e mo ns t r a t e d  o u t s tand i n g  co n t r i bu t io ns  to  g roup  
wo r k .”  
 
W i t h  d e p l o yme nt  to  I r a q ,  h i s  wi fe  s a id  he  we n t  hop ing  to  make  a  d i f f e r ence .  “He wa nted  
t o  sa ve  l i ves  and  b r i n g  b ack  the  yo un ger  guys . ”  L i nd a  we nt  o n  to  s a y  tha t ,  “He ’s  a  l ov i n g  
hu s b a nd  a nd  fa ther  who  i s  i r r ep l aceab l e  and  wi l l  be  g rea t l y  mis sed . ”  
 
Note to Editors  and Reporters: Family does not wish to speak 
with the media.  
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